Bve Election 46- Ellenabad

Most Immediare Date Bound
————unediate Date Bound

No. 4/2/2021-1 Election
Government of Haryana
Chiefl Secretary Office
(Election Branch)

Dated, Chandi garh 28" September, 2021,
To

it

All the Add], Chief Secretaries/ Pringi pal Secretaries/Commissioners &
Secretaries to Govt., Haryana.

The Director General of Police Haryana,

All the MD’s of Boards/ Corporations of the State.

All the Divisional Commissioner in Harvana,

All the Deputy Commissioner-cum- Distriet Elections Officer in Haryana,

SRR

Subject: - Bye Election to 46- Ellendabad Assem bly Constituency (Sirsa) Press note,

Ekddwedw

Sir'Madam,

I am directed 10 refer to the subject noted above and to send herewith a copy of
Model Code of Conduct received from the Secretary, Election Commission of India, New Delhi,
vide letter No, ECI/PN/83/2021, dated 28.09.2021 alongwith i enclosures for immediate
compliance,
2, Election Commission of India vide it Press note bearing No.ECI/PN/83/2021,
dated 28.09.2021(copy enclosed) has announced the following schedule for Bye-election to 46-
Ellenabad Assembly _Constituency of this State:

! [ Poll events = ___| Schedule ||

[T | Dawor Issue of Gazette Notification | 01102021 (Friday) ]
2, Last date of Nomination 8.10.202 1( Friday)
3 Date for Serutiny of Nominations 11.10.2021¢ Monday)
4, Last date for withdrawa] of candidatures 13.1 D.EﬁEi{JWedmﬁday}
2L Date of Poll 30.1 0.2021(Saturday)
6. Date of Counting 02.11.2021(Tuesday

7. | Date before which election shall e completed | 05.11.2021( Friday)

3. As per the directions of the Election Commission of India issued vide above

mentioned press note, FVMs and V VPATSs shall be used during this Bye-Election and witl, the
announcement of the schedule of Bye-election to the above said Assembly Constituency the
Model Code of Conduct has come into foree with immediate effect in the district(s) in which the
whole or any part of the Assembly Constituency going for election is included. The Model Code
of Conduet shall he applicable to all political parties and to the State Govt, A copy of MCC is
also enclosed for ready reference.

4. It may be ensured that di rections of the Election Commission of India and proper
implementation of Mode] Code of Conduet is strictly enforced,
3 The copy of this letter alongwith its enclosures js also available at websijte

esharyana.gov.in under Election Branch,
Yours faithfully,

Riron.

Joint Secretasy E ection,

&,
Endst.No.4/2/2021-1Election Dated, Chandigarh the 28" September.202].
A copy is forwarded to Sh. Sanjeev Kumar Prasad, Secretary, Election
Commission of India, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road. New Delhj w.rt, their letter No.
ECI/PN/83/2021, dated 28.09.2021 for information & necessary action.

B

Joint Secmar@%im:liun.
4 s —



Endst.No.4/2/2021-1Election Dated, Chandigarh the 28" September,2021,
A copy is forwarded to the Chief Electoral Officer, Haryana, Chandigarh w.r (. his
letter No. 324(1)/Press Note/ Bye-Elec.-ZUElHEAE*MlL dated 28.09.2021 for information &

necessary action. M
Joint Sec@::airy Election,
]y
A copy is forwarded to the Senior Special Secretaries / Senjor Secretaries
/Secretaries/Private  Secretaries o Chief Minister/Deputy ChiefMinister/Ministers/  State
Ministers for bringing these instructions to the notice of Hon’ble Chief Minister/ Ministers/ State

Ministers. It is also requested that all concerned may be apprised of the instructions contained in
the enclosed letter for compliance,

loint Secretary Election

To %) 4

The Senior Special Secretaries / Senior Secretaries / Secretaries / Privale
Secretaries to Chief Minister / Deputy ChiefMinister/ Ministers / State Ministers.

Endst.No.4/6/2014-1Flection Dated, Chandigarh the 28" September, 2021

3 g
PS/CS



; ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

e ey Lvachan Sadan, A
No. ECI/PN/83/202]

sho

ka Road, New Delhi-110001

Sy B —— .

mber, 202

Dated:28mM Septe

PRESS NOTE

Subject: Schedule for

Bye-elections

in  Parliamentary/ Assembly

Constituencies of various States - reg,

The Commission has reviewed the situations related to pandemic, floo

festivals, cold conditions in certain regions, feedback from concerned States/UT ar.
taken into consideration all facts and circumstances and it has decided to hold by -
elections to fill vacancies in three (3) Parliamentary Constituencies of UT of Dad. 4

& Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, M

thirty (30) vacancies in Assembly Cons

adhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh i

tituencies of various States as per details

given below:
'SLNo.|  State/UT | Parliamentary Constituency No. |
I & Name '
I 1. | UTofDadra s Nagar Havel] Dadra & Nagar Haveli
e and Daman & Diu S E
|2 Madhya Pradesh 28-Khandwa
ST | Himachal Pradesh | 2-Mandi _
1. No, | State | ﬂ_ofas—tittﬂn_c-y_l_\fh. & Name
1. |Andhra Pradesh T 124-Badvel (SC)
ih 2. | Assam _ 28-Gossaigaon
' 3. | Aseam 41-Bhabanipur
| 4. I Assam o __‘_-S?:!:Tamulpur ]
5. [Assam 101-Mariani
R Assam 107-Thowra J¥
E 'Bihar T, 78-Kusheshwar Asthan (8C)
8 | Bihar | 164-Tarapur

' Himachal Pradesh T

—— e e

~46-Ellenabad
1 OsTawehpur

—
|

Himachal Prade sh

S0-Arki
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| 12, [ Himachal Pradesh | 65-Jubbal- Kotkhai ]
" 13. | Karnataka _"—'__'Ea-smdgi _i
mtaka S 82-Hangal }
;I HTS.—‘_J,[_ ﬁa—d_}ﬁa__'}’;;_d;sﬁ AR e T 45. Prithvipur 1
6 ' Madhya Pradesh 62-Raigaon (SC)
'?| Madhya Pradesh | 192-Jobal (ST)
F18. | Mol J 90-Deglur (SC)
_iEf“_f"MFg'ﬁEE;g?a_ X S I '_imwryngkneng Gy l
E5m Wl f\fféghalaya_ 24-Mawphlang (ST)
21. | Meghalaya 47-Rajabala
| 22 [Mizoram 4-Tuirial (ST)
| 23 |Nagaland 58-Shamtorr-Chessore (ST) |
[ 24. | Rajasthan 155-Vallabhnagar i
[ 285 Rajasthan 157-Dhariawad (ST)
B Telangana 31-Huzurabad
27. | West Bengal 7-Dinhata 1
28. West Bengal 5 86-Santipur )
29, West Bengal 109-Khardaha
Lla 0. | West Bengal 127-Gosaba(SC)

and has fixed the dates of poll events as per provisions under Section 30 and date
of withdrawal under Section 30(c) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. The
schedule of bye election is as follows:

Schedule 1: For Assembly Constituency of Andhra Pradesh, HEI}'E&.FLH,—’
EHimachui Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashira, Mbghli]::l\'u,

Mizoram, Nagaland, Rajasthan, Telangana and Parliamentary Constituency
of UT of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, Himachal Pradesh, Madhysn
Pradesh.
Poll Events Schedule 1
Date of I1ssue of Gazette Notification 01.10.2021
| (Friday)
l_Las‘L Date of Nominations i 08.10.2021
(Friday)
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Date for Serutiny of Nominations

i ————
’ Last Date for Withdrawal of candidatures

' Date of Pol

|

11.10.202]1 ]
(Monday)

13.10.2021 |
(W ednesday) ‘

30.10.2021 |

Dalt: of Coun EEHE - -

| Date before which election shall be completed

e ———

(Saturday)
02.11.2021 =
(Tuesday)
U3.11.2021
[Friday}

——

{ Schedule 2: For Assembly Constituency of Assam, Bihar and West Bengal i

Poll Events

L

[ I:)Er.c of Issue -:;f_(_.:azette Notification

Schedule 2

01.10.2021 [
(Friday)

| Last Date of Nominations

| Date for Scrutiny of Nominations

08.10.2021 |
(Friday)

11.10,2021
(Monday)

[-fast Date for Withdrawal of candidatures

16.10.2001
(Seturday)

' Date of Poll 30.10.2021 ]
| (Saturday)

| Date of Counting 02.11.2021 |
| (Tuesday) i
=

[ Date before which election shall be completed 03.11.2021

(Friday)

. e S N T

1. ELECTORAL ROLL

The Commission has decided (o use EVMs and VVPATS in the bye-election in all the
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and all steps have been taken to ensure that the polls are conducted smoothly with
the help of these machines.

3. IDENTIFICATION OF VOTERS

Electoral Photo Identity cards (EPIC) shall be the main document of identification of
a voter. However, any of the below mentioned identification documents can also he
shown at the polling station: .

. Aadhar Card,
ii. MNREGA Job Card,

. Passhooks with photograph issued by Bank/Post Otlice,
.  Health Insurance Smart Card issued under the scheme of Ministry of Labour,
V. Driving License,
vi. PAN Card,
vii.  Smart Card issued by RGI under NPR,
vili,  Indian Passport,
ix.  Pension document with photograph,
X Service Identity Cards with photograph issued to employees by Central/State
Govt./PSUs/Public Limited Companies, and
xi.  Official identity cards issued to MPs/ MLAs/MLCs,

4. MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

The Model code of conduct shall come into force with immediate effect in the
district(s) in which the whole or any part of the Assembly constituency going for
clection is inchuded, subject to partal modification as issued vide Commission’ =

instruction No. 437/6/ INST/2016-CCS, dated 20w June, 2017 (available on the
commission's website),

S. INFORMATION REGARDING CRIMINAL ANTECEDENTS

The Commission has prescribed timeline for publicity of criminal antecedents
during the period starting from the day following the last date of withdrawal an

upto 48 hours before ending with the hour fixed for conclusion of poll.

The consolidated instructions on this matter is available on the Commission's
website under the following hyperlink https:/ [eci.gov.in/files/file/ 12265-broad-
gudelines-ol-elec ljmn-wmm.issjﬂn—m‘iindia-ﬂn-publicity-nf~cﬁminal-anl'ecedents-
by-political- parties-candidates/

This is in furtherance of the judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
dated 13.02.2020 and 10.08.2021 in Contempt Petition (C) No. 656 of 2020 titled
Brajesh Singh Vs, Sunil Arora & Ors,, which has been circulated to political parties

Pﬂll:’.f' 47



vide Commission’s letter dated 26.08.2021, In pursuance of the direction given
under Para 73.v of the judgment, now, Format C-7 should be published by the
political parties within 48 hours of the selection of the candidate and not prior
to two weeks before the first date of filing of nominations,

The Commission has also prescribed following timeline for publicity of criminal
antecedents during the period starting from the day following the last date of

withdrawal and Uupto 48 hours before ending with the hour fixed for conclusion of
poll.

The consolidated instructions on this matter is available on the Commission’s

website under the fellowing hyperlink h:;@:ﬂmi.gov.in{ﬁ]gg{ﬁ glgﬁs_@_@gm@m-

elect .F.unﬂ.:ammis_si_qmi-mdiu_-un-uy,h_li;j.t_v:ﬂf-_e_ﬁrginal»um@wz!mnt}bi-pg_liﬂgaifzzmigsmdidn;esf

e R e A LT

RING £ CONDU
riod of COVID-19

The Commission has issued broad guidelines on 21 August, 2020. Also, it has
ssued further guidelines on 09.10.2020, 09.04.2021,16.04.202], 21.04.2021,
22.04.2021, 23.04.2021 and 28.04.2021 available on Commission’s website
eci.gov.in or link https: / [eci.gov.in/candidate- itical- les/instructions-on-
covid-19/.  Also, vide letter Nu.40—3/202’0‘DM—1[A] dated 28w August, 2021,
instructions for implementation of targeted and prompt actions for COVID
management has been extended by MHA up to 30m September, 2021. After takine

mputs from the political parties/Chief Electoral Officers and keeping the extan:

these guidelines. Further, the Commission's al] instructions relating to conduct of
General Election in West Bengal during the COVID-19 period shall also be mutatis
mutandis applicable for thege bye—c]cctions,facijomned poll.

All stake holders shall abide by these instructions, State Government
concerned shall take all appropriate actions/measures in compliance to these

instructions as follows.

| 1 ’ Nomination During Pre and post nomination procession, public |
. meeting prohibited / Unly three vehicles permiticd
- ! | within a periphery of 100 meters of RO's office. No |
procession for nomination shall be permitted.

‘Campaign period

= S
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e

|
|

T

|

) Meeting for

e T
(i) Indoor

—_— —— - e

J—.?.TU% of allowed capacity or 200 persans, whichever j'
18 less. A register will be maintained to count the ;
number of people attending the meeting,

(e) Door to door
 campaign
i  Campaign |
| through video

| van
= j
(2) Use of |
vehicles for
- campaign

3
!i-EF -

~ |e) Road show

—

With 50% of capacity (as per Covid-19 guidelines)
or 1000 in the case of Star Campaigners and 509,
of the capacity or 500 in all other cases. In cither
case, the allowed number s whichever is less. The |
entire area will be cordoned off and will be guarded |
by the police. The count of people entering the
ground will be monitored. Expenditure for the
cordoning / barricading will pe borne by the
candidate/party. Only those grounds which are

cordoned/ barricaded completely will be used for
rallies.

_Numbcr_cffgt_a}'-Campaign&rs restricted to 20 for |
these bye-elections for National /State recognized
parties and 10 for un-

recognized registered parties in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic, .

|
No Roadshow shall be allowed and No
Motaor/Bike /Cycle rallies to be allowed

 Street
 corner meeting

Maximum 50 persons shall be allowed (Subject to
availability of space and compliance to COVID-19
guidelines. )

Deor to door campaign with 5 persons including
candidates/their re presentatives,

Not more than 50 audiences shall be allowed in one
cluster point subjeet to availability of space and
campliance to covid guidelines.

§i 7 T—

Total véﬂi_c_lgs‘_ allowed for z Cﬂrldidal'ﬁ'fpﬂliﬁcal_r
party  (excluding  Star Campaigner):- 2p

Maximum no. of persons allowed per vehicle 50%
of the capacity.

The silence period is 72 hours before the end of poll,

Poll

activities

day
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| I 'Tﬁaﬁ_&?ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ'ﬁm station as per EC|.
| | | guidelines.

DEOa‘ o take appropriate mcasures to prevent |
crowding. Soeial distancing and other COVID safety

protocols to be strictly adhered to at al] the times
| f ' during counting,

1. . 1

7. All such activities will be strictly complied as per the Covid-19 guidelines 1Issued
by competent authorities. Socia] distancing and use of mask, sanitizers, thermal
scanning, face shield, hand gloves, etc., as per COVID-19 pProtocol, have to be
complied with. SDMA is responsible for all preventive and mitigation measures
to ensure adherence to COVID protocol. Chief Secretary and DG and district level

8. If a candidate or political party violates any of the above guidelines, no more
permission shall be given to the concerned candidate/ party for rallies, meetings
etc. If any star campaigner violates the COVID protocols, he shall not be allowed
W0 campaign further in that con stituency /district,

9. All polling personnel and election officials including the private persons engaged
in the clection duty shall be double vaccinated before taking their services.

10. Candidate/election agent/polling agent counting agent/driver etc. whoever is
coming in contact with the public or election officials have to be double
vaccinated.

11. One health worker 1o be appointed as COVID nodal officer for each Polling
Station.
12. C8/DG and concerned DMs/8Ps shall take enough preventive measures and

make necessary arrangements to ensure that no poll related violence occurs
during pre and post poll.

13. In the light of advisory issued by the Health Ministry of Gol, ECI will keep a
close watch on the evolving situation and may further tighten the guidelines for

the upcoming elections.

(SANJEEV KUMAR PRASAD

",
_—
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P I geze. Y o # e
& $ o - - NIRVACHAN SADAN
e ura rofe s i 1 s, ¢ feenh

g = 118 Opy.
g Election Commission of Indi;

! ABSHOKA ROAD. NEW [_}ELHI =116 0v,
N, ﬂEl?fGXINSTfE{&IE—CCS el:j:j- ,”* r’/@/ 3 ited'&lé}" lupe Q}‘j”‘
: $IcH Z = bl Eis 4 -
TI.'] "_'_-'::_ 4 : E e [ 2 .’J.t-
' 02)3)0 et g
1. The chjef Electoral Cfficers of aj) 5t and Unfan Territories, / : s
2. The Chief Secretaries of 3| States 3 nion Territories, :
3. Recognized political partjas of all Sta o /LT ,D CE ’ 1:1‘:)
Subject:- Mogel Code of Conduct- instructions-H Ve ‘election ofP:lr'l'ia:n{nn-ta f}x_r:; Fj '
Sir,

On the above cited subject, | am direrke stata that tha Cosininisslon has rey; Bwer thie fse)
following madificationg of it earlierimslructions. I8 _

1. Enforcement of Mcc

The Commission’s instructions, t-;_:.- in letters No, 43?’!5{1?451‘!
and No. 437/6/INST/2 012/CC&BE dat;

1.10.2013, Jist various Provisio
concerned district or the AC/PC con

ged. These instructions are modified tg th
the constituency s comarised in S Copitel/Metrone itan i

; Cigtions, then
afaresoid mstructions would be g olicaflle in the qr 2 of conce

rnecf Copsgmencz"'nn!g nolf g.tﬂeg cases |
the MCC would he enfarced in the ong L85 tricefs) covering rh% !
2. Publishing of Advertisemants 4

The Commission on 25tk Iuncl9013, directag

during the Period of operation of M odE

regulated as follows:- ;

(i) Advertisement of general nat|joe

published, However, ciyeh publ

occasion only, and it shall notgl

photographs of any Minister 2/ gRbthar political functionaries,

{ii) No advertiserment having a Y spEEIfic/nointed reference

the bye-zlection conslituenciesiltai| he released/published on

Further, it is clarified that no news Bl'Cmes should be advertise
election s being conducted. [Subpary o bove) stands modf:ﬁedj.

Specific gecas;
& shall be restricted to the dares
Published on cther days. The

ons of importance may be _
Coinciding With the special I
advertisemeny shall not bear '
Br €onnotatinn to the areas tovered by .
dny dale durrng the periad,

d in the dis tricts where the bye-

3 Tours of Ministers
During bye elections from any co lltuericies,
restrictions are applicable a5 peringtru
fegard to the tours of Ministers which §

{i) all Ministers, whethe; Central o
clection work after the announ

where bye-election is befng Hal Il

10 be complately private [ natured

(i) In case where 3 Ministar travelli Ben official work transits through the district
election is being held en route (o

3"Y other district an official visit, he shall

palitical work, -
Further, it is clarified thut the atngs
thelr official visit with campaign by en raj _
5 not In force aned then preceeding fromgthgt place to the

campeaign. in case it is done, the entira
(1) above stands medified).

gither Parfiamentary or Assemblies, the
Issued by the Commission an 237
alia provides that-.

tey, shall not combineg in a0Y manner their official toyrs with
ent of the bye elections. Ajl ang any visits to the district(s)
d where Mode| Code of Conduet is, therefare, in foree, have

Folluwrng
Nuvemher, 2007 with

(s) where the bye-
not altend to any

= ———
= — T
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5 G
4, Regarding Transfer,fPusting of Officers -

For alf officers, whe B7e conpeeted with the ¢

ECls instructions on Impfemenmn‘on of transfer poli
Concerned Ac/pc, While implemengin

deployment of any efficer from Birtside the e
onform to the ransfer Pelicy of the (.‘ommfssfnn._

Repardin Anrounce ment of DA,

Onduct pf bye-e.!ecﬁon In the

<y be applieg within the Gre

(5]

te wide effcct ang Consequent|
The Commissiop, after teking i

decided thar anaouncement of D.A. by th
should nat be Bublicized g the Govemmerzr"s achfevemen:. -

e

- —




L Genera) Conduct

1. No party or Candidate ghayy Include iy any activity which Mmay aggravate gy
differences or create Mutual hatred OF catsg tension between different Casteg
Communities, religious or linguistie, _ ]

2. Criticism of other political Parties, when Made, sha) be Confined to their pojj 5
Programme, past Fecord ang WOrK. Parfies angd Candidates shall refrain from criticig of all
aspects of Private Jifg. not connecteq with the public activities of the leadars OF Work@rs of
other partieg. Criticisrn of other parties ar their workers based op tnverifisy allegatiogh or

Propagands. '
4. Al parties and candidates shall avojg SClupulously gy activities which @re “eonpt
Practices"” gne Offences under the election law, such ‘ag bribing of Volers, intimidatio)

7. Politicaj Parties and candidates shg) ensure that thejr supporters: do not crea
obstructiong in or break UP meelings ang Processiong Organized by other parties. Wor s
OF sympathisers of one political party shall not Create disturbances at pub]ip meeatings

organized by another political party py, Putting questions orally or in Writing or
cﬁstn‘buh‘ng leaflets of their own party. Processions shall not pe taken out by one parh

2. A Party or candidate sha| 85Certain in adyanee if there is any restrictive or prohibite .



3.

If permission or license is 1o be obtained for the use of loyds : '
ist i I S use Peakers or any other fagj;
connection with any proposed meeting, the party or Candidate shaj apply to the authority
se.

i, Procession

1.

A Party or Gandidate organizing a Procession shall decide before hand the time and plage
of the starting of the procession, the route to be followed and the time ang Place at which
the procession will terminate, There shall ordinary ba no deviation from the Programme,

The organizers shay give advance intimation to the local police authorities of the

arriving at a satisfactory arrangement. For this Purpose the parties shajl contact the police
at the earliest Opportunity, - ; :

The political parties or candidates shall exercise control to the maximum extent possible in
which may be Put to misuse by undesirable

. The carrying of effigies purporting to represent member of pl,h‘t;r Political parties or their

leaders, burning such effigies in public and such other forms ‘demonstration shall not be
countenanced by any political party or candidate,

IV. Polling Day

All Palitical Parties and candidates shall -

1.

co-operate with the officers on election duty to ensure Peaceful and orderly polling and
complete freedom to the voters to exercise their franchise without being subjected tq any
annoyance or obstruction.

supply to their authorized workers Suitable badges or identity cards.

agree that the [dentity slip supplied Dy them to voters hall be on plain {white) paper and
shall not contain any symbol, name of the candidate or the name of the party:

refrain from serving or distributing liquor on polling day and during the forty eight hours



flags, Bl’mbus or any other Propagandg material. N'o €atable ghg|| be Served or crowed
allowed at 1 e C2Mps and

The Election Commjs_sion Is appeinting Observers. If the Candidates or their agenis have an
SPECific complaint o pmblom regarding the conduct of elactions they may Lring the same (o the
j bse far. ..

The party in Power whether at the Centre or in the State or States concerned, shall €nsure that
no cause is given for any complaint that jt has used jis official Position for the PUrposes of jts
elaction campaign an 4 jn Particular — ‘

2. Public Places y,ch as maidens etc,, for holding election meelings, and yge of helipads for
air-flights in Conneclion with elections shall not be monopolized by itself. Other parties ang
candidates shay be allowed the yse of such places and facilities on the same terms and

1 ‘ power;

3. Rest houses, dark bungalows or other Government accommodation shall not pe
monopolized by the Party in power or jts candidates ang sych ammmndaﬁon-shaﬂ be
allowed to be used by other parties and Candidates jn g fair manner but no party or
candidate shal| use or be allowed to yse such accommadation finc!uding premises
@ppertaining thereto) as g Campaign office or for holding any public meeting for the
Purposes of elaction Propaganda; ;

(@) announce any financiaj grants |n ‘any  form gr promises thereof: or |
(b) (except civil servants) lay foundation stones ete. of Projects or schemes of an kind; or
(c) make any Promise of construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities etc,: o
(d) make 8Ny ad-hoe appointments in Government, Public Undﬂrtakings eic. which may
have the effect of inﬂu:encing the voters in favor of the party in power.,
Note : The Commission shall announce the date of any election which shal| be a date




ordinarily not morg than three weeks prior ta the date on which the Notification is likely to
be issued in respect of such elections. : ' -

7. Ministars of Central or State Government shaj not enter apy polling station or place of
Counting except in their Cepacity as a candidate or voter or authorized agent,

Vi, Guidelines on Election Manifestos

1. The Suprema Court in its judgment dated 5th July 2013 in SLP(C) Ne. 21455 of 2008 (S
Subramaniam Balaji vs Gowvt. of Tamil Nadu and Others) has directed the Election
Commission to frame guidelines with regard to the contents of election manifestos in
consultation with all the recognized political parties. The quiding principles which will lead
o framing of sych guidelines are Quoted  below  from the  judgment:-

(i) "Although, the law is obvious that the promises in the €lection manifesto cannot bs
construed as ‘corrupt practice’ under Section 123 of Rp Act, the reality cannot be ruled out
that distribution of freebics of any kind, unduubtedly. influences g peocple. It shakes the
root of free and faly elections to g large degree”.

(i) “The Election Commission, in order to ensure leve| Playing field between the
contesting parties and candidates in elections and also in order tg see that the purity of
the election process does not get vitiated, as in past been Issuing instructions under the
Model Code of Conduct. The fountainhead of the powers under which the Commission
issues these orders Is Article 324 of the Constitution which mandates the Commission lo
hald free and fair + electiong.”

(iil) "We are mindfyl of the fact that generally poiitical parties releasg their -election
manifesto before the announcement of election date, in that Scenario, strictly Speaking,
the Election Commission wil| not have the authority to regulate any act which is dona
before the announcement of the date, Nevertheless, an exception can be made in this
regard as the purpose of election manifesto is directly associated with the election
process”,

During consultations, while some political parties supparted the issuance of such
guidelines, others were of the view that it is their right and duty towards voters to make
such offers and Promises in manifestos in a healthy - democratic polity. While the

Commission agrees in principle with the point of view that framing of manifestos is the

3. The Constitution under Article 324 Mmandates the Election Commission, to conduct
elections inter alia to the Parliament and the State Legisiatures, Having due regard to the
above directions of the Supreme Court and after consultation with the Political Parties, the
Commission, in the interest of free and fajr elections , hereby directs that Political Parties
and Candidates while releasing election manifestos for any election to the Parliament or
State  Legislatures, shall  adhere 1o the  following guidelines ..

(i} The election manifesto shall not contain anything repugnant to the ideals and principles
enshrined in the Constitution and further that it shall be Gonsistent with the letter and spirit



of other pProvisions of

Model Code

(i) The Directive Principles of Staly policy enshrined in the Constitution enjoin upon the
State to framg various welfare MEgsures for the citizens and therefore there tan be ng
objection tg the .promisa of such’ welfare measures in election manifestgs, However,

Palitical parties should aygid makir‘u’@ those promisas wWhich ure likely to vitiate the purity of
the election Process or excri unduﬁg influence on the voters |n exercising their franchise,

) and credibility of Promises, it jg.
Iso refleny the rationale for th
the ways and means o meet the f

€ promises and broadly indicate
financial réquirements for it T
sought only on those Promises

rust of voters should be |
which are possible 1o be fulfilled, |
?.'

of Condugt.



