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North Block, New Delhi.
Dated the EEHJMa}', 2012,

all State Governments / UT Administration,
Secretaries of all Ministries/ Deptts. of Govt. of India.

A TD

_.ff{i’-":‘J H'-—; \/T’I{E;hief Secretaries / Administrators of 2 8 MAY zmz
o

e S (522 %h

Subject:- Strict compliance of the provisions contained in the Flag Code of India .
2002, Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971; State Emblem
of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 and in the State
o {HM} Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007

Sir/ Madam,
As per direction given by the Hon'ble High Court of Allahabad, Lucknow

Bench, Lucknow in hearing of the case no. Writ Petition No. 5920 (M/B) (PIL) of
2001, copies of the Flag Code of India 2002, Prevention of Insults to National Honour

—7 Act, 1971, the State Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 and the

State Emblem of India {(Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007 [read with the State Emblem
of India (Regulation of Use) Amendment Rules, 2010] are enclosed herewith for strict
) 2.4402 compliance of the provisions contained in these Acts, Rules and Code.

o olyan SebH
. l.kl.l,:.a_a‘fj"’?f It is also requested that suitable instructions in this regard may please be
LOA C si8s to all the concerned agencies, Strict action should be taken against the
gt

concerned officials and individuals/organisations for any viclation of the provisions
(. Of the said Acts, Rules and Flag Code of India 2002,

Ve b "
Encls. : As above
e X we

! ) Yours faithfully,
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Ju &' Director to the Govt. of India
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Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed a5 a separaie compilation,

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Departmient)
New Delhi, the 2st December, 2005/ durahayana 30,1927 (Serka)

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the
20th December, 2005 and is hereby published for general information—

THE STATE EMBLEM OF INDIA (PROHIBITION OF IMPROPER
USE) ACT, 20035

| No. 50 or 2005

[20th December, 2005.)
AnActto prohibit the improper use of State Emblem of India for professional

and commerical purpose and for matters cormected therewith or incidental
thereto.

BEit enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—

1. (N This Act may be called the State Emblem of India (Prehibition of Impmpcr Use)  Short title,
Act, 2003,

extenl,
application
and
i ¥ . & CrATUnEnCeTeTiL
(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by notification
in the Official Gazette, appoint.

(2) It extends to the whole of Indiy, and also applics to citizens of India cuside India.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— Definitions

{a) “competent authority” means any authority competent under any law for

* the time being in force to register any company, [i firm, cther body of persons or nn}'
trade mark or design or to grant a patent;
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(b)“emblem” means the State Emblem of [ndia as described and specified in the
&chedule to be used as an official seal of the Government.

3. Notwithstanding anything con tained in any other kaw for the time being in force, no
person shall use the emblem or any colourable imitation thercof in any manner which tends
to create an impression that it relates to the Government or thzt it is an offical document of
the Central Government or, as the case may be, the State Government, without the previous
permission of the Central Government or of such officer of that Government as may be
authoriszd by it in this behalf, :

Explanation— For the purposss of this section, “person” includes & former
functionary of the Central Government or the State Governments.

4. No person shall use the emblem for the purpose of any wade, business, calling or
profession or in the title of any patent, or in any trade mark or design, except in such cases
and under such conditions as may be prescribed.

5. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in
force, no competent authority shall,—

(a) register a trade mark or design which bears the gmblem, of

(b) grant a patent in respect of an invention which bears a title containing the
emblem. b '

¢ :

(2) 1f any question arises before a competent authority whether any emblem is an
emblem specified inthe Schedule or acolourable imitation thereof, the competent autharity
shall refer the question to the Central Government and the decision of the Central Government
thereon shall be final.

r

6. (1) The Central Government may make such provision by rules as appearé toitto be
necessary, to regulate the use SF the eimblem in officiul seal that Is used in offices of the
Central Govemnment and the State Government and thelr organisations inclulding diplomatic
missions abroad, subject to such restrictions and conditions as may be preseribed.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Central Government shall have powers—

(a) to notify the use of emblem on stalionery, the method of printing or embossing
it on demi-official stationery by the constitutional authoritigs, Ministers, Members of
Parliament, Members of Lepislative Assemblies, officers of the Central Government
and the State Governments;

(®) to specify the design of the afficial scal consisting of the emblem;

() to restrict the dispaly of emblem on vehicles of constitutional authorities,
foreign dignitaries, Ministers ofthe Central Government and the State Governments,

(d) to provide for guidelines for display of emblem on public buildings in Indig,

the diplomatic missions and on the buildings occupied by the India's consulates
abroad,

(e) to specify conditions for the use of emblem for various other purposes
including the use for educational purposes and {lie armed forces personnel;

() to do all such things (including the specification of design of the emblem and
its use in the manmer whatsoever) as the Central Government considers necessary of
expedient for the exercise of the foregoing powers.

1. (1) Any person who contravenes the provisions of section 3 shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend o two years, of with fine
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both, or if having been previously
convicted of an offence under this section, is again convicted of any such offence, he
shall be punishable for the sccond and for every subsequent offence with imprisonment
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for a terrm which shall not be less than six months, which may extend to two years and
wirh fine which may extend to five thousand rupees.

(2) Any person who contravenes the pmwcmns of section 4 for any wrongful
gain shall be punishable for such offence with imprisonment for a term which shall
not be less than six months, which may extend to two years and with finc which may
extend to five thousand rupees.

8. No prosecution for any offence punishable under this Act shall be instituted,
except with the previous sanction’of the Central Governinent or of any officer
authorised in this behalf by general or special order of the Central Government,

9, Nothing in this Act shall exemptany person from any suit or ether proceedings
which mag‘m be brought against him under any other law for the time being in force.

10. The provisions of this Act or any rule matle thereunder shall have effect
notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith contained in any other enactment
or instrument hnving effect by virtue of such ennctment.

11, {J) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazcne
make rules to carry out the purposes of this Act.

{(Hn parlluular. and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing powers,
such rules may provide for all or any of the fpllowing matters, namely:—

{a) cases and conditions regulating the use of emblem under section 45

(b) making rules to regulate the use of the emblem in official seal of the
Government and specifying restrictions and conditions relating thereto under sub-
section (/) of section 6;

(¢) the use of emblem on stationery, design of official seal consistin g ofemblem ‘

and other matters under sub-section (2) of section 6;

() authorising officer by general or special order fur giving previous sanction
for institeting prosecution undersection 8; and

(e) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed. ¥

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be Luid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive
sessiors, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the session or
the successive sessions aforesaid, both houses agree in making any modification in
the rule or both houses agree that the rule should uotbe made, the rule shall thereaftes
have effect only in such modified form or be of no eflect, as the case may be: sa,
however, that any such medification or annulment shall be without prcmdmc to the
validity of anything previously done under that rule.
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THESCHEDULE
[See section 2(5))
STATE EMBLEM OF INDIA

Descairrion anp Desigs

The State Emblem of India is an adaptation from the Sarnath Lion Capital of Asoka
which is preserved in the Sarnath Museurn, The Lion Capital has four lions mounted back
to back ona eircular abacus: The frieze of the abacus i adorned with sculptures in high

reliefofan clephant, a galloping horse, a bull and a lion separated by intervening Dharma
Chakras. The abacus resis on a bell-shaped lotus.

The profile of the Lion Capital showing three lions mounted on the abacus with a
Dharma Chakra in the centre, a bull en the right and a galloping horse on the left, and
outlines of Dharma Chakras on the extreme right and left has been adopted as the State
Emblem of India. The bell-shiped lotus has been orfiined.

The motto "Satyameva J ayate"—Truth alone triumphs-—written in Dey anagar] script
below the profile of the Lion Capital is part of the Seate Emblem of India,

The State Emblem of India shall conform to the designs as set out in Appendix [ or
Appendix II,
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APPENTIN

Note.— This designisin simp]iﬁed form and meunt for reproduction in sined! sizes, such &
for use in stationery, seals and diz-printing,
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APPENDIN 11

: P}__ ! A
Atz ey
p .ﬁ""'-' . 1, \' |
iAi ¥ -
. e
i A, e R i ;
! - 'H‘. FE:'I'-.-"- 'II' Ii"- \ ""'u'.-_ 3 i .i.
L NIRRT

i .
Nate.— This design is more detailed and micant for repreduction in bigoer sizes,

T. %, VISWANATHAN,
Secy, to the Govt, of Indig,

FRINTED BY THE MAMAGER, GOVT. OF [NDIA FRESS, MIETO ROAD, HEW D1 AND FUBLEHED BY
] THE CONTROLLER OF PLULICATIONS, DELHI-IGEE

MGIPMRND--4742G1—23-12-2008.



NOTIFICATION
New Dilhi, the dth October, 2007

G.5.R. 643(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 11 of the State Emblem of India (Probibition of
Improper Use) Act, 2005 (50 of 2005), the Central Govemnment hereby makes the following rules regulating the use of the
State Emblem of India in official seal and on stationery and its design, namely 1—

1. Shor title, extent, application and commencement.— (1) These rules may be calied the State Emblem of India
(Repulaton of Use) Rules, 2007,

{2) [t extends to the whole of India and also 16 the citizens of Indis outside India.

(3) They shall come into foree on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette,
2. Definitions,—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requirag,— .
o) “Act' means the State Bmblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 (50 of 2003),
) “Embleny” means the Stale Emblem of Indin asdelined in clause (b) of Section2 of the Act;
{c)  “Schedule” means g Schedule appended w these rules;

(§) “State Government” in relation to a Union lerritory means the Administiator of that Union territary
appointed by the President under article 239 of the Constitution.

3. Design of the official seal.— (1) The design of the Official Scal shall have the cmblem enclosed in an pval or
round frame, .

(2) The name of the Ministry ar the office shall appear between the inner and outer rims of the frame.

(3) The abbreviated form of the name of a Ministry or the office may be inscribed where il is not possible 1o
accammodate the name in full. ' ;

¥
4. Adoption by States or Union territories.— (1) A Steie Government may adopt the emblem as the official Emblem
of the State or the Union territory, as the case may be, without ebtaining the approval of the Central Government.

(2) Where a State Government proposes to incorporate the cmblem or any part thereof in the Emblem of that State

or Union territory, as the case may b, it shall do so after obtaining the prier approval of the Central Government and shall
gel the design and lay out approved by the Central Government |

Provided that where a State Governmient has already incorporated the emblem or part thereof in the Rmblem of that

State or Union territory, as the case may be, prior to the coming into force of these rules, it may, subject to the other
provisions of these rules, continue o vse the emblem,

5. Use in official seals—The use of the embler in official seal shall be restricted to the sutherities specified in
Schedule 1.

6. Use on stationery.— (1) The use of the emblem on efficial or demi-official stationery shall be restricied to the
authorities specified in the Schedule [ aforesaid, 3

(2) The emblem, when printed or embossed on official or demi-official stationery, shall appear prominently on the
middle of the top of such stationery.

7. Display on vehicles.—The use of the emblem on vehicles shiall be sestricted to the authoritics specified n
Schedule 11

Le?2 GLjoT-2
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8. Display on public buildings.—(1) The emblom sy be displayed on very imporiant public buildings, like,
Rashtrapati Bhawan, Parliament House, Supreme Coust and Central Secretariar buildings, i

(2) The emblem may be displayed on Raj Bhawanor Raj Niwss and State Le gislature, High Courts und Secretariat
buildings of the States or the Union Territories that have adopted the emblem or have ncorparated the emblem in (he
Emblem of the State ar the Union Territary.

(3) The emblem may be displuyed on the premises of India's Diplomatic Mission abroad and the heads of Missions
may display the emblem at their residences in the countries of their accreditation.

{4) The emblem may be displayed on the buildings occupicd by Indis’s Consulates abroad at the entrance doars
thereof and on the residences of Heads of consular posts in the countsies of their accreditation,

9. Use for various other purpases.—Subject lo the provisions of these rules, the emblem may be used for u;h_pi
purposes s are specified in Schedule 11 o

10. Restriction on the use of the emblem.— (1) No petson ( including former functionarics of the Government, like,
former Misisters, former Members of Parliament, former Members of Legislative Assemblies, former judges and retired
Government officials), other than those authorised under these rules, shall use the emblem in any manner.

(2) No Commission or Committee, Public Sector Undertaking, Bank, Mumicipal Council, Panchayat Raj Institution,

Parishad, non-government organisation, University, other than those authe: ised under these rules, shall use the emblem in
ALY manner,

(3} No association or body of persons, whether incorporated or not, shall use the emblem on their letter-heads,
brochures, seats, crests, badges, house flags o for any other purpose in any manner,

(4} The stationery, including letter heads, visiting cards and grecting cards, with emblem printed or embossed an

it, shall not bear wards, like, Advacate, Editor, Chanered Accountart with the name of the person authorised 10 use the
cmblem under these rules an the stationery,

11, Cases and conditions restricting the use of the emblen.— No peson shall use or continug to use the emblem

or any colourable imitation thereaf for the pumpose of any trade, business, calling or profession or in the title of any palent,
or in any trade mark or design:

Provided that a persan or a group of persons, association, body, corporate, may use the emblem in connection with an

event organised by it or a publication brought out jointly with a Ministry or Department of the Central or State Government,
with the prior approval of the Central Government,

12, Avaikability of design of the emblem.— 1) Phowpraphic designs of the emblem are available with, and cun be
obiained from, the Manager, Photo Lithe Wing, Government of India Press, Minto Road, New Delhi,

(2} Sample of standard diss of the emblem can be obtsined from the Otfice of the Chief Controller of Frinting and
Stationery, New Delhi. 4

SCHEDULE1
(Seznules 5 and 6)

Cﬁnﬁﬁuﬂam! or Statutory Authorities, Minisiries or Departments of the Central Government, State Gavernments or
: nion Territory Administrations and ather Government Functionaries which iy use the Emblem,

(i) President, Viee-President, Prime Minister snd 3 Union Minister;

() Governors, Lisutenant Governors, Administrators, if the emblem js adapted by, or incorporated in the
Emblem of, that State or the Union Territory, as the caze may be;

(i) Office and officers of the Parliament of India;
(V) Judges and office and officers of the Judiciary;
(v) Office and officers of the Planning Commission;

(v) Chisf Election Commissioner of India, Election Commissioners and the office and olficers of the Eleclion
Commission of India;

(vi) Comptroller and Auditor General of India, the office and office:s uf the Comptroller snd Auditor Gencral
© of India; !

(viti}  Chairperson and Members of the Union Public St ivice Cominission and the office and officers of the
Union Public Service Commission;

(%} Ministries, Departments and offices of the Centr ul Goverament and theiz officess;
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(x)
(i)

{xdi)
(i)
(xiv)
()

(i)

Explanation -

Diplomatic Missions abroad and their afficers:

Chief Ministers and Ministers of the States and the Union territories, if the emblem is adopted by, or
incorporated in the Emblem of, that State o the Undoy terrion ¥

Members of Parlizment and members of State or the  Usion terriiory Legizlative Assemblies or Councils,
as the cass may be; '

Ministries, Departments and offices of the State and the Union territory Governments and their officers, {f
the emblam is adopted by, or incorperated i the Emblem of, that State or the Union territory;

Qffice and officers of the State or the Union territory Legislative Assemblies or Councils, if the emblem is
adopted by, or incorporated in the Emblem of, that State or the Union territory;

Commissions and zuthorities, constituted or established by an Act of Parliament or set up by the Central
Government; -

Commissions and authorities constituted or estublished by an-Act of the Stile Legislature or set up by
the State Government, if the emblem iz adopted by, or incorporated in the Emblem of, that State or the
Union territory;

For the purpose of this Schedule, the expressicn ‘officer” shall mean a sauetted officer of the Central
Government; or the State Government or the Ulon tervitory Adnimistation, '
SCHEDULF, 11
(Seerule T)

PARTI

Constitutional Avihorities and other Dignitarivs which wny Display the Embilem on their Cars

®

(i)
(i)

()

(vi)

cars of Rashtrapati Bhawan, when the following digniteries or their spouses are travelling by such vehicles:
(2] President, I

(b)  visiting Heads of forei gn States,
{e) visiting Vice-Presidents of foreign State or dignitaries of equivalent status,

(d)  visiting heads of foreign Governments or d: gnitaries of equivalent status like Crown Prince or
Princess of a foreign State,

fey  the spere car following the car of the President;
car of Vice-i' c:ident when he ar his spulse i travelling by such vehicle: #

carsod ) Biawan and Raj Niwas, if the cimblem is ado jred by, or incorporated in the Emblem of, that State
or the Union territory, when the following dignitaries or (heir spouses are travelling by such vehicles within
the State or the Union territory concerned:

(a) II President,

(b)  Vice-President,

(¢} Governorof the State, )

(d) Licutenunt Governor of the L o territory,

(e} Visning Heads of foreigr Siutes,

(f)  Visiting Vice-Presidents of for- ign Stales or digritaries of equivalent siatus,
(g} Visiting Heads of foreign Governments or dignitarics of equivalent status;

cars and other means of transport used !y the Heads of Tndia's Diplomalic Missions in the countries of
their secreditation;

cars and other means of transporiu. b e Heads of India's Counsellor posts abroad in the countries of
their accreditation: !
cars maintained by the Protocol Divisior of the Ministry of External Affuirs when in use for duty with the

Torelgn dignitaries of the rank of Cabine| Ministers and shove visiling Indis, and Ambassadors accredited
t0 India on cersmonial secasions,
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Authorities which may Display the Ashoka Chadaa (which is Part of the Enablew) ou Trisngular

@
fii)

(i)

(i)

(i)
(iv)
(v
(vi)
(vi)
{wiil)
i
(%)
(x1)
()

(i)

(v}

()

Explanation

Metul Plagues on tir Cars

cars of the Prime Minister and Ministers of the Unlun, Speaker and Dspuly Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
Beputy Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha when travelling anywhere in India;

cars of Chief Justice of India and Judges of the Supreme Court, and Chief Tustices and J udpes of High
Coarts within their respective temitories:

cas of Cabinet Ministers in States, Ministers of States in Stutes, Speakers and Deputy Speakers of the State
Legistative Assemblies, Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen of Councils of Slates, Ministers {other than Deputy
Ministers) of Union territories with Legislature, and Speakers and Deputy Speakers of Legislative Assemblies
in Union lecritories, when they are travelling within their State or Union territory, as the case may be (if the
emblem is adopted by, or isincorporated in the Emblem of, the State or the Union territory),

SCHEDULE U
(Seemle )
Other Purposes for which Enblem nuay be used
Visiting Cards of the furnctionaries or officers specitiod in Schedule-1 for legittmate re prr:sanhﬁanﬂj
PuULpOsE,
Greeting Cards sent by funclionaries ar officers specified in Schedule-] for legilimate representational
_p'i.l!l' PEE,
official publications of the Government:
Hlms and documentaries produced by the Government:
stamp papers; 5
Government advertisements, bunmers, pamphlets, boards, ete.; 2
crests, flags, seats with-such modification as considercd necessary;
identity cards, licenses, pennits, etc, issucd by the Govemment;
websites of the Government;

Coins, currency notes, promissery notes and postal stamps issusd by the Mint or Press of the Government
of India;

Medals, Certificales and Sanads instituted by 1he Government:
invitution cards for functions of the Government; ¥

representational glassware crockery and cullery used iy Rashtripat Bhawan, Raj Bhawans, Raj Niwases
and Indian Missions or Posts abroad;

Badges, collurs, buttons, etc,, with such modifications as are considered nzeeszary, on the uniforms of—
b . . . S
() commissioned or gazetted officers of the armed furces of the Union;
(b) gazetted officers of uniformed services (ather than armed furces) of the Union and such of the

State Governments and Union territory Administrations that have adopted the emblem, or have
incarporated the emblem in the Binblem of that State or Union territory;

(c) authorised staff of Rashtrapati Bhawan and Indian Missions or Posts abroad;

school textbooks, books on history, art or cilture or in any periodical as part of the text of a Chapter,
Section, etc., for the purpose of explaining or illustrating the origin, sigaificance or adoption of the emblem:

Frovided thai the emblem shall notbe used on the front page, Utle or cover of such publication so asto give
an impression that it is a Government publication,

+—Tor the purpose of this Schedule, the “Government” includes the Ceatral Government; the State Governrments

and Union territory Administratinns, which have adopted or incorporated the emblem in the Emblem of that
State ot Union territory, as the case may bie.

[F. No. 13872005 Fublic]
- : ARUN KUMAR YADAV, 11, Secy.

Prinied by the Manager, Qovl, of Indiz Press, Ring Raad, Mayopuri, Mew Delbi- 110064
and Published by the Coatraller of Publeations, Dethi-110034,



